A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
appeared secure, socially, poEtically, and—what was most
important of all—in the matter of religion. The Church, cor-
rupt all over Europe and its corruption everywhere protested
against, was on the whole less corrupt here in England than
elsewhere. There was here, as everywhere, a certain popular
feeling against the financial exactions of the clergy, the large
incomes paid to them, the rents due on the monastic estates, and
the perpetual irritation of the Church courts, with their enforce-
ment of fines and their use as supports of the clerical power, in
which they had to do with all manner of questions affecting
men's private lives. There was a particular irritation against the
mortuary dites, payments which had to be made on the death and
burial of any Christian. These often involved the sacrifice of
pieces of property valuable in the eyes of the smaller people,
and led to bad friction between clergy and laity. But there was
no heresy to speak of in England. Lollardry had died out long
ago, and the monastic system was sounder here than elsewhere.
Elsewhere, notably in Scotland, the revenues of the great
monasteries had been seized by laymen, who left clerics in charge
of them with a stipend and spent the moneys of the Church lands
remaining after the support of the community had been allowed
for as private income of their own. But England was fairly free
from this evil system. The bishops' endowments were not
badly encroached upon, and the revenues of the Church, though
they were excessive for their purpose and had been put by many
of the higher clergy to unworthy uses, were, on the whole,
devoted to the objects intended for them—the maintenance of
worship, the relief of the poor, and the stipends of the main
working clerical posts.
Wolsey. It was a Churchman who first obtained power
and took over the management of the young man, the King.
This Churchman was a certain Thomas Wolsey, twenty years
older than his young master, of good middle-class parentage and
education, a man of very great capacity who had already risen
high in his profession, having been noticed and supported by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, becoming a royal chaplain, and being
used in foreign embassies. He was a member of the Council
within two years of Henry's succession, and thenceforward had
in his hands more and more of the real government of the
country. Wolsey was typical of the Church of that day, or at
feast of many of its higher officials: he thought nothing of
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